
Malawi has experienced signi!cant progress in the development of palliative care services including for children. A palliative care policy was 
launched and disseminated in the 01st quarter of 2015.  "e nationwide training and capacity building activities have facilitated a rollout of 
palliative care service delivery across public institutions in the country. Improvements in access and utilisation of essential palliative care 
medicines particularly morphine are noted. E#orts to ensure equitable access to receive health services including palliative care for children 
are demonstrated by the free healthcare policy applicable to the public facilities. Malawi re$ects a greater determination to utilize data for 
decision making in palliative care activities as all facilities including private/NGOs are mandated to routinely report palliative care contact 
statistics to their District Health Executives for latter consolidation in national reports. Table 1 below provides a summary of progress in 
PC/CPC development under each of the health system pillars.

Despite the commendable achievements in the past year, the progress falls far short of the magnitude of the estimated need in terms of 
coverage. Only 0.63% and 1.65% of the estimated number of children requiring generalised (221,353) and specialised (84,637) palliative 
care respectively on an annual basis received care in 2014.

A total 1,397 children received palliative care services from public and private facilities in Malawi during the period January to December 
2014. More than half (57%) of the children seen are males (Figure 2).  Of the total cases attended to, 37% (525) were newly registered in 
2014.

Country Response Capacity - Malawi

Progress in PC/CPC Development

1,397 Children
(0.5% of Need)

Children Who Received PC - 2014

Capacity Gaps

Figure 1: Coverage of CPC Services in Malawi
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Children are receiving pain medicines through Primary and Home Based Care services. However, the spatial distribution does show that 
there are pockets where morphine prescription is likely to be more actively undertaken relative to others as shown by the comparison of 
the map of children who received morphine compared to that for adults.
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